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NOTE: The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) was created by the Executive Committee as an adhoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes the “Rules of the Road” of the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC).  This occurred because the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO) went into hiatus pending a viable funding source in June of 2009.  This left a void that the NCUTCD believes needs to be filled, and no other technical or professional group came forward to fund such an activity.  Even copies of the previous UVC are no longer available to provide guidance on such model laws and rules to States and local governments.  As individual changes are proposed and approved by sponsors and the NCUTCD, they will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as recommendations of the Committee.   The recommendations are not part of the MUTCD and as such have no status with the FHWA.  
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AFFECTED SECTIONS OF UVC
11-(new)
SUMMARY:  





The proposed new section would clarify that a vehicle operator may cautiously proceed through an intersection if a traffic signal is inoperative or nonresponsive.
DISCUSSION: RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO “RULES OF THE ROAD, UVC” 
Traffic signals may be inoperative or nonresponsive. A bicyclist or motorcyclist, in particular, may have no option but to proceed through an intersection on a red traffic signal indication, as many traffic signals are triggered by electronic actuators which do not respond to bicycles or motorcycles. The proposed language is adapted from the wording for emergency vehicles, section 11-606.

11—(new)—Nonresponsive signals
The driver of a vehicle approaching a steady red traffic control light as in § 11-202, and who has determined through experience that the signal will not give a green indication for three minutes or longer, shall stop before entering the intersection, and may then proceed through the steady red light with caution after yielding to all other traffic. This provision shall not relieve the driver from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver from the consequences of the driver’s reckless disregard for the safety of others.
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